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I 
CAN Australia welcomes this 
opportunity to share with the 
broader campaign network our 

views on the first draft of the UN con-
vention on the prohibition of nuclear 
weapons, which we hope to see 
strengthened in a number of significant 
ways in June and July. The suggestions 
below reflect our unique position as a 
nation that has joined a regional nu-
clear-weapon-free zone treaty but con-
tinues to claim protection from nuclear 
weapons. Australia does not have nu-
clear weapons stationed in its territory, 
but hosts facilities which would play a 
substantial role in any US use of nu-
clear weapons. Australia is a major ex-
porter of uranium, including to 
multiple nuclear-armed states. We are 
also a nation that has experienced, and 
continues to endure, the devastating 
impacts of nuclear testing. 
1. Clearer rejection of nuclear weap-
ons in preamble 
We are pleased that the draft preamble 
underscores the catastrophic humani-
tarian consequences of any use of nu-
clear weapons, and recognises the suf-
fering of the victims of the use and 
testing of nuclear weapons. This ex-
plicit recognition will be of particular 
significance to the many thousands of 
Australians, as well as our brothers 
and sisters in the Pacific, who have 
suffered as a result of nuclear testing, 
and whose rights have never been ade-
quately addressed. 
We would like to see in the preamble a 
much clearer rejection of the very exis-
tence of nuclear weapons. This will be 
important not only for increasing the 

stigma attached to the weapons, but 
also for ensuring that no state can join 
it and continue to claim protection 
from nuclear weapons. In this respect, 
we note that Australia’s membership of 
the South Pacific Nuclear Free Zone 
Treaty of 1985 has not prevented it 
from continuing to subscribe to the 
doctrine of “extended nuclear deter-
rence”, even though that treaty prohib-
its a wide range of nuclear weapon 
related activities. A top priority for us 
is to avoid any loophole in the ban 
treaty that might allow for this. 
We propose the inclusion in the pre-
amble of language from the UN Gen-
eral Assembly resolution on “Ethical 
Imperatives for a Nuclear-Weapon-
Free World”, sponsored by South Af-
rica, which has received the support of 
almost all states involved in the present 
negotiations. Specifically, we suggest 
that states parties indicate in the pre-
amble that they are “convinced that 
nuclear weapons serve no legitimate 
purpose given their indiscriminate na-
ture, inherent immorality and potential 
to annihilate humanity and the planet 
as a whole”. 
We also consider it important to recog-
nise in the preamble that nuclear test-
ing around the world has had, and con-
tinues to have, a disproportionate im-
pact on Indigenous communities. In 
many places, due to racist and colonial 
policies and attitudes, indigenous com-
munities have been permanently dis-
placed from their homes and discon-
nected from their traditional way of 
life. At the March negotiating session, 
Sue Coleman-Haseldine described the 

suffering of Aboriginal communities 
in Australia. Karina Lester will speak 
on this subject in June. We also hope 
to see in the preamble a reference to 
the inter-generational effects of nuclear 
detonations. 
Given the importance of the sea for 
the life of coastal and island people 
and the severe marine impacts of nu-
clear testing in the Pacific, we would 
like to see explicit reference to both 
terrestrial and marine environments in 
the preamble and in the operative part 
of the treaty relating to environmental 

remediation . 
In the paragraph relating to the “role 
of public conscience”, we believe that 
an explicit reference to the contribu-
tion of ICAN is warranted, given the 
central role that our campaign has 
played in bringing about this treaty. We 
note that the conventions on anti-
personnel mines and cluster munitions 
refer, respectively, to the International 
Campaign to Ban Landmines and the 
Cluster Munitions Coalition.  
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The current draft refers to the role 
of the International Committee of 
the Red Cross andthe United Na-
tions, but no other specific organi-
sation. 
2. Prohibition on engaging in 
military preparations to use nu-
clear weapons 
We are concerned that the current 
range of prohibitions set out in Ar-
ticle 1 might not adequately capture 
the full range of activities that we 
seek to outlaw and stigmatise 
through this treaty. We propose the 
addition of an explicit prohibition 
on engaging inmilitary preparations 
to use nuclear weapons. The 
Chemical Weapons Convention 
contains a similar prohibition with 
respect to chemical weapons. 
As an ally to the United States, Aus-
tralia has long been complicit in US 
preparations for nuclear war. It is 
important to ensure that, upon join-
ing this treaty, Australia will be for-
bidden from engaging in all activi-
ties that might in any way assist the 
United States in such preparations. 
In particular, we hope to ensure 
that the prohibitions prevent Aus-
tralia from assisting with nuclear 
targeting and related activities, 
particularly involving the base at 
Pine Gap, a major joint Australia-
US military and intelligence facility. 
The phrasing suggested above 
should capture these activities. 
3. Obligation to prevent the tran-
sit of nuclear weapons 
We note the absence of any refer-
ence in the draft to “transit”. We 
believe that each state party should 
undertake to prohibit and prevent 
the transit of nuclear weapons in its 
territory or at any place under its 
jurisdiction or control. This would 
be an important way to limit the 
ability of non-parties to engage or 
assist in preparations for nuclear 
war. Although it is unclear whether 
nuclear-armed submarines do in-
deed enter Australian territorial wa-
ters, we believe that it is essential to 
prohibit this underthe treaty in or-
der to prevent that possibility. We 
also believe that it is important to 
ensure that our airfields and air-
space will never be used for the 
transit of nuclear weapons. The 
only circumstance in which transit 

might be justified is for the pur-
poses of dismantling the weapons. 
Such an exception could be speci-
fied.  
4. Prohibition on financing pro-
hibited activities 
The prohibition on assisting, en-
couraging or inducing anyone to 
engage in any of the activities pro-
hibited under the treaty should in-
clude an explicit prohibition on 
financing. Although it could be ar-
gued that the term “assist” already 
captures financing, we believe that 
potential ambiguity in relation to 
the scope of this term could hamper 
our work to promote divestment 
from the nuclear weapon industry. 
Our experience in Australia has 
been that the prohibition on facili-
tating the manufacture of nuclear 
weapons, as contained in the South 
Pacific Nuclear Free Zone Treaty, is 
not widely interpreted to prevent 
financing, unless such financing is 
specifically for the purposes of 
manufacturing nuclear weapons. 
5. A clear obligation on stockpile 
destruction We believe that the 
treaty should allow a state with nu-
clear weapons to join itsubject to an 
obligation to eliminate its weapons 
within an agreed timeframe and in 
a transparent, verified and irreversi-
ble manner. The specific details for 
the stockpile destruction process 
would need to be agreed at a meet-
ing of states parties. The current 
draft is unclear about the potential 
accession of nuclear-armed states. 
In the process of eliminating its 
nuclear weapons, the state would be 
subject to the full range of prohibi-
tions in the treaty, with the excep-
tion of the prohibition on possess-
ing the weapons. Thus, the state-
would not be able to claim that the 
weapons serve a deterrent function, 
as it would be banned from ever 
using them. The state would also be 
subject to positive obligations in 
relation to victim assistance and 
environmental remediation, for in-
stance. This is preferable to a 
situation where the state is simply 
bound by a protocol and not the 
treaty itself. 
We recognise, of course, that some 
states with nuclear weapons will 
choose to  
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eliminate their weapons outside the 
treaty and then join, rather than join 
the treatyand then eliminate their 
weapons. But we believe that it is im-
portant not to rule out the possibility 
of a state joining the treaty and then 
disarming on the basis of a clearly de-
fined and agreed plan for stockpile 
destruction. This would be consistent 
with the approach taken in relation to 
other indiscriminate weapons. 
6. Stronger provisions on victim 
assistance and environmental 
remediation 
We hope to see stronger obligations in 
relation to victim assistance and 
environmental remediation. These 
obligations should apply to all states 
parties. 
Given that more than 300 nuclear test 
explosions have been carried out in 
Australia and the Pacific – with devas-
tating and long-lasting consequences 
for people and the environment – we 
consider these provisions to be of 
great importance to our region. We 
are concerned that the provisions as 
currently drafted do not meet prevail-
ing international standards on these 
issues 
7. Application of safeguards at 
least equivalent to those under the 
NPT 

The Australian government has criti-
cised the draft text for including 
weaker safeguards than those required 
by the NPT. While this does not in-
deed appear to be the case, we con-
sider it crucial that the safeguards re-
quirements be at least equivalent to 
those under the NPT, in order to 
avoid such criticisms from nations 
that are hostile to the initiative, and 
avoid any legitimate basis for the alle-
gation that the ban treaty somehow 
contradicts or undermines the NPT. 
We would welcome in the ban treaty 
the inclusion of stronger and more 
equitable safeguards provisions than 
are specified in the NPT. We look to 
colleagues in the International Panel 
on Fissile Materials as outstanding 
independent experts in this field. 
8. Our concerns about reinforcing 
“rights” under NPT 
We see no compelling reason for the 
inclusion of Article 19, and fear that 
this provision could create significant 
problems in the future. We are par-
ticularly concerned about the use of 
the word “rights”, which could be 
interpreted by the “nuclear-weapon 
states” under the NPT as reinforcing 
their supposed right to possess nu-
clear weapons. We also want to avoid 
any implicit reaffirmation in this treaty 

of the “right” of states to use nuclear 
technology for so-called peaceful 
purposes. An additional objection is 
that this provision privileges the NPT 
over other important treaties, includ-
ing the nuclear-weapon-free zone trea-
ties. We note that the draft preamble 
refers to the importance of the NPT, 
which should be sufficient. 
9. Institutional arrangements 
In order to ensure the full and effec-
tive implementation of the treaty, we 
believe that it will be important to 
establish a well-resourced secretariat. 
This body should have a broad man-
date that includes educating the public 
about the treaty and about the 
humanitarian impact of the testing 
and use of nuclear weapons. 
We see no possible justification for a 
state to withdraw from the treaty. We 
would therefore advocate for the re-
moval of the withdrawal provision. If 
the negotiating states consider such a 
provision to be essential, the process 
for withdrawal should be as onerous 
as possible, and any such withdrawal 
should be considered a grave threat to 
the peace. 
The text of the Draft Treaty can be found on  
http://www.icanw.org/campaign-
news/draft-un-nuclear-weapon-ban-
released/  

Australia to watch webcast of UN disarmament negotiations Australia to watch webcast of UN disarmament negotiations   

rather than participate rather than participate   
Press Release Press Release -- 31 May 2017 31 May 2017  

T 
he Australian government 
confirmed in Senate estimates 
on Wednesday that it plans to 

boycott historic United Nations nego-
tiations in June for a treaty to ban 
nuclear weapons. Rather than partici-
pate, Australia’s diplomats will follow 
the process by webcast, said Richard 
Sadleir, who heads the international 
security division of the Department of 
Foreign Affairs and Trade. “We will 
make a point of monitoring it using 
the webcast facility to just see how the 
negotiations unfold,” he told the La-
bor senator Lisa Singh, who has been 
an outspoken critic of the govern-
ment’s stance on disarmament. More 
than 130 of the world’s nations par-
ticipated in the first round of negotia-
tions in New York in March. But 
Australia, at the urging of the United 
States, decided not to participate. 
On the opening day of the talks, the 

Trump administration’s UN envoy, 
Nikki Haley, staged a protest outside 
the UN General Assembly hall, argu-
ing the “bad actors” of the world 
would never comply with the ban. An 
Australian ambassador also joined 
that protest, Sadleir said “It was an 
opportunity to have the views of a 
number of countries that didn’t sup-
port ban negotiations be registered 
and heard.” 
The Greens senator Scott Ludlam, 
who will join the talks in June, ex-
pressed astonishment. “So we just 
stood there in mute solidarity with the 
Trump administration as 130 UN 
member states started serious work 
on a UN nuclear ban treaty?” Sadleir 
responded that “we were standing 
there aligning with the remarks that 
were made”. This is the first time 
Australia has ever failed to participate 
in multilateral nuclear disarmament 

negotiations, he confirmed. Tim 
Wright, Asia-Pacific director of the 
International Campaign to Abolish 
Nuclear Weapons (ICAN), criticised 
Australia’s stance. “Australia is failing 
to take the threat of nuclear weapons 
seriously,” he said. “We have a his-
toric opportunity to make meaningful 
progress towards nuclear disarma-
ment, and Australia won't even have a 
seat at the negotiating table. It is a 
very sorry state of affairs,” he said. 
ICAN will coordinate actions across 
Australia on 17 June to protest against 
the government's position. "We can-
not simply sit back and accept this. 
We need to take to the streets and 
register our strong opposition," said 
Gem Romuld, ICAN's outreach coor-
dinator.  
Contact:Tim Wright 
tim@icanw.org  
. 
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Tuesday 25 April  Marrickville 
Peace Park 

L 
istening to the news, it would 
seem that religion is more of-
ten used as a pretext for vio-

lence than peace. But, the Scriptures 
and our faith traditions contain a 
strong mandate for compassion and 
peace. Together they offer a radical 
reshaping of human relations if we 
accept them.  
Recently when US Tomahawk mis-
siles attacked Syria, the media 
cheered. One MSBC reporter said, 
“We see these beautiful pictures 
at night from the decks of these 
two U.S. Navy vessels in the east-
ern Mediterranean.” We need to 
let that sink in. Beautiful? In what 
way can a missile attack be called 
beautiful? How can anything be 
called beautiful when connected to 
war and violence, to the deaths of 
people in relationship, people with 
faces? This was not the first time the 
media applauded the destruction of 
life in the Middle East.  
Let’s not forget the lies that drove 
into war on Iraq. The media might 
as well have thrown a parade. And 
when we don’t see applause, we of-
ten see nothing. This is the case with 
Yemen, which has endured, and 
continues to endure, so much de-
struction in the wake of US-
supported Saudi bombings. A  Yem-
eni child dies every 10 minutes from 
malnutrition. This is the result of 
bombs like the ones that MSBC re-
porter, Brian Williams, called 
‘beautiful’—children starving to 
death, children dying from falling 
bombs and missiles. This is the news 
we are not being shown but is the 
news the world deserves to see. 
When we know the story, we can 
begin to change the story. We can 
tell the media that they must be cov-
ering the humanitarian crises in 
Yemen rather than wax poetic about 
the beauty of Tomahawk missiles. 
They should in the USA, and in our 
country, be calling for budgets that 
support children, education, and the 
environment over military spending, 
bombs and war.  

The media is the voice of our cul-
ture and we can use our own voices 
to help shape their message. We can 
show them what beauty is: the 
beauty of people coming together to 
demand truth and justice and fair-
ness and peace, the beauty of resis-
tance.  
ANZAC Day is a day in which we as 
Australians and New Zealanders can 
acknowledge the wounds deep in 
our countries and acknowledge the 
failure of war. But let’s not forget 
that this must include those who like 
the Irish, French and Indians who 
also fought at Gallipoli as well as the 
Turkish soldiers who defended their 
country – and who had never posed 
any threat to us. 
A day such as today glosses over 
many anomalies. We commemorate 
but do we remember what our alli-
ances have meant for ourselves and 
other people. Our leaders try to in-
stil fear in us and the need for secu-
rity which is often tenuous. We must 
refuse to listen to different voices to 
those who would make us more 
fearful and less than we can be in 
acting justly and loving tenderly. We 
need to listen to different voices. 
Listen to those who dare us to care, 
to open our arms out to a world 
desperate for compassion and heal-
ing. We can be more. How we are in 
the world, to be present and recog-
nise the struggle and pain of people 
around us. What do we hear and see 
on this ANZAC Day? Fear has been 
instilled in people around the world 
that led them to support war and 
seek greater security. If anything, on 
this day, as the drums of global war 
are beating louder without apparent 
opposition. One would think that 
this is the time to reflect on the 
sheer wastefulness of armed conflict 
but also on the alliances that lead us 
to war in 1914, 1945, 2003, and the 
possibilities again in our alliance 
with the USA. One would think that 
might be the perfect time to reflect 
on the sheer wastefulness of armed 
conflict 
Christians have just celebrated 
Easter and we are still in the Easter 

season. Easter means many things 
but above all it is about life and do-
ing things differently. Let us try to 
do things differently. ANZAC Day 
should be a call for us to remem-
ber and invite us to do things dif-
ferently – to work to build a cul-
ture of peace. As we do that, we 
must not just remember those who 
died overseas allegedly to defend 
this country, but the First Peoples 
who paid in blood to defend their 
lands, this land that we stand, from 
invasion.   
The contemporary focus on this 
sacred day is changing from an in-
herent opposition to militarism since 
the 1920’s to a sudden reinvigora-
tion of ANZAC which seems to 
contribute to a new militarism and 
nationalism. ANZAC Day means 
different things to different people 
but we must also recognise that we 
are all part of ‘the dark ecosystem of 
violence’ – whether towards Abo-
riginal people, refugees, asylum seek-
ers, the Earth or peoples we have 
never met.  ANZAC Day should 
remind us and call us to do life dif-
ferently.  For those who follow the 
teachings of Jesus, we hear a call to 
listen to his voice and ‘try it my way’ 
in the face of hurt, suffering, vio-
lence, etc… try it my way with non-
violence, with forgiveness, with 
compassion and generosity. ‘Try it 
my way’ so that you do not become 
like the one you might consider the 
enemy.  He showed us that we 
transform the world through the 
power of love - not through vio-
lence, not through war, not through 
killing.  
Too often the churches have 
through the centuries rejected or 
ignored Jesus’ teaching. They have 
made a pact in history with forces 
that promoted violence. Are these 
not a betrayal of the one who stands 
amongst us as the representative of 
the God of nonviolence? They also 
fail to denounce what is happening 
in this country: invasion of another 
country; the moral credence given to 
war; racism, sexism, corporate greed; 
obscene accumulation of property 
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; the moral credence given to war; 
racism, sexism, corporate greed; ob-
scene accumulation of property and 
wealth.  
There is hope. War and violence are 
human problems.  They can be 
changed because we have created 
them. They begin in the sanctuary of 
our heart.  And humanity can change, 
not by force or threat, but by creating 
safe places to be heard and to hear 
and accept others’ rights to their own 
point of view.  Peace is possible – 
whether with our neighbour or be-

yond. It has to constantly worked at. 
It is happening in Gaza, Palestine and 
Israel, in Afghanistan. In Australia 
and beyond.  
There is another form of patriotism: 
to the planet and humanity. The 
really fundamental changes in history 
have not come by government dic-
tate, or battles, but groups of people 
taking little steps and sometimes do-
ing it in response to Jesus’ words ‘try 
it my way.’  
On this Anzac day, any alternative to 
war, any act of peace, however small, 

is a tribute to those who have died 
for this country. 
Conclusion: Let us give thanks for the 
lives of all prophets, teachers, healers and 
revolutionaries, living and dead, acclaimed 
or obscure, who have rebelled, worked and 
suffered for the cause of love and joy. We 
also celebrate that part of us, that part 
within ourselves, which has rebelled, worked 
and suffered for the cause of love and joy. 
Amen. 
Michael Leunig 
Claude Mostowik is President of Pax 
Christi Australia 
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P 
ax Christi’ the ‘Peace of Christ’ 
communicates what we do. A 
Retreat fosters a reflectiveness 

in which to re-visit the theological 
underpinnings of those words.  
‘Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to 
you; not as the world gives do I give to you’.
(Jn 14:27). This proclamation summa-
rises the teachings of Jesus and sets 
him apart from his culture, his time 
and all time. It challenges both his 
context of the Pax Romana forged by 
the military might, as well as the social 
pyramid of the Jewish world struc-
tured around a religiously defined 
class system’ based on the hypocrisy 
of shallow ritualism that marginalised 
the poor, women, and those regarded 
as not mainstream. Jesus was clear: 
there cannot be genuine peace in a 
society so legitimised. Society needs 
to be transformed for true peace to 
be realised.   
Jesus’ words are revolutionary and 
relevant.  Wherever we turn there is 
lack of real peace – in homes, among 
the homeless, in our community, in 
disempowered indigenous communi-
ties here and globally, in the work-
place, in playground bullying, in dis-
honesty in commerce, for those im-
pacted by racism, in interfaith rela-
tions, for the impoverished in an eco-
nomic system tilted towards the privi-
leged, among the refugees and asylum 
seekers seeking humanity as they face 
exclusion at home and rejection in 
receiving countries, in a militarised 
world that affects and destroys many 
but enriches the merchants of arms, 
in our politics, for the Earth. The sin-

gular thread is violence. Violence is 
violence wherever it occurs as an act 
or actions of dominance by one indi-
vidual or group over the other, by the 
powerful over the powerless. Jesus’ 
message speaks afresh to our times.  
The Old Testament provides much 
insight into the nature of peace. The 
hope for Shalom, being at peace with 
self, God and neighbour, features 
prominently in the Old Testament. It 
demonstrates a strong bias towards 
the poor and the marginalised, even 
more in the New Testament. It voices 
the pain and suffering of people un-
settled by conflict and discord. A con-
stant refrain in the Old Testament is 
that of radical trust in God, a God 
who delivers His people from oppres-
sion and hardship.   
In Is. 65: 17-25, the prophet Isaiah 
speaks of God’s promise of ‘a new 
heavens and a new earth’ articulates 
human aspirations for wellbeing. To 
quote a few lines from Is. 65: 17-25: 
For now I create a new heavens and a new 
earth, and the past will not be remem-
bered…Be glad and rejoice forever and ever 
for what I am creating, because  now I create 
Jerusalem ‘Joy’ and her people’ gladness’...... 
No more will the sound of weeping or the 
sound of cries be heard in her, no more will 
be found an infant living a few days only, or 
the old man not living to the end of his days. 
To die at the age of a hundred will be dying 
young; not to live to be a hundred will be the 
sign of a curse. They shall build houses and 
inhabit them, plant vineyards and eat their 
fruit. They will not build for others to live in, 
or plant so that others can eat. For my peo-
ple will live as long as trees, and my chosen 

ones wear out what their hands have 
made….. 
The wolf and the young lamb will feed to-
gether, the lion eat straw like the ox, and 
dust will be the serpent’s food. They will do 
no hurt, no harm on all my holy mountain, 
says Yahweh.   
Even though Isaiah spoke for his 
times, he prefigures our own times 
and hopes.  
In the New Testament we see a new 

vision put forward –of a truly human 

community formed by AGAPE: love 

and sharing,  justice and peace. Love 

of God and neighbour was essential 

to Jesus’ teachings (Mt 22: 37-40; Lk 

9: 25-37). We love God through our 

neighbour. Who is our neighbour? 

Only the ones we like and prefer? No. 

Jesus commands connection with all 

of God’s children. Jesus calls us to 

reach beyond the narrow confines of 

the acceptable. How can you have 

peace if you do not love your 

neighbour? For people of faith, this is 

the wellspring of our engagement in 

the world, of our exertions to make 

possible a world where people can 

dwell in peace. 

Working for Shalom 
The cry for peace is a cry for shalom, 

the biblical concept of ‘wholeness’, or 

wellbeing, implying being at peace 

with oneself and with those around.  

Inspirational figures, including Martin 

Luther King and Nelson Mandela, 

have shaped and struggled for a vision 
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Luther King and Nelson Mandela, 
have shaped and struggled for a vi-
sion of peace that has resonated with 
many people of goodwill with whom 
we should collaborate. Mahatma Gan-
dhi identified seven ‘social sins’ that 
unleash instability and conflict in 
modern society. He named politics 
without principle, wealth without 
work, commerce without morality, 
pleasure without conscience, edu-
cation without character, science 
without humanity, worship with-
out sacrifice. Gandhi in no way ne-
gates the vision of the Beatitudes. As 
Pope Francis says, the legacy of long-
ing for peace does not belong to 
Christians alone.               
However, the Beatitudes are an im-
portant teaching. Meekness, mercy, 
peacemaking, purity of heart, hunger 
and thirst for justice are ways of re-
sponding in a society whose shalom is 
broken. There cannot be peace in the 
world if those torn down by the vio-
lence and conflict blighting their lives 
are unable to achieve their holistic, 
God-given destiny of ‘life to the full’.   
The Beatitudes are a tough call, but 
we cannot act alone to change the 
world. As the Brazilian saying goes, ‘if 
you dream by yourself, it is only a dream; if 
you dream with others, it is the beginning of 
reality’.  
As we survey the international scene 
with its unprecedented level of vio-
lence, we are reminded of Jesus’ 
words: ‘Blessed are the peacemakers for 
they shall see God’ [Mt. 5:9]. For his 
times and ours, this is a challenging 
statement.  He experienced resistance 
driven by ignorance, prejudice, self-
interest, the desire to dominate. The 
powers felt threatened by his mes-
sage, and so was the leadership of a 
dead religion sustained by the fulfil-
ment of routine rituals. In other 
words, Jesus was defeated by the pre-
vailing political and religious terror-
ism of the day! He paid with his life.  
Nevertheless, the path of non-
violence is at the core of Christ’s mes-
sage. Have we really tried negotiating 
non-violently our way out of con-
flicts? Condemning our adversaries is 
the usual practice, but has there been 
a genuine attempt at dialogue to hear 
the other side and even acknowledge 
our role in the conflict as it brews 

rather than wait for the point of no 
return? If we had the humility to at-
tempt this, our world could be differ-
ent. True peace cannot come from 
adversarial attitudes and strategies. It 
springs from truth. To be humble is 
to be truthful. But such conduct is 
condemned as back down and loss of 
face. Our response for resolving con-
flict is to stake our position by point-
ing to our military strength. We are 
bound to be locked in an impasse: 
violence begetting violence! To quote 
Pope Francis: ‘An ethics of fraternity and 
peaceful coexistence between individuals and 
among peoples cannot be based on the logic of 
fear, violence and close-mindedness but on 
responsibility, respect and sincere dialogue’. 
For instance, with regard to North 
Korea, a former Chinese Ambassador 
to Australia, Madame Fu Ying, said : 
‘Only through dialogue can mutual security 
be achieved…The nuclear issue … escalated 
in the absence of … talks’. We should 
recall examples of dialogue and nego-
tiations from recent and past history 
that have pre-empted or ameliorated 
conflict.                   
We need every bit of nous and moral 
courage for a total commitment to 
peace, because the task of waging 
peace will be thwarted by those who  
justify violence: the political  interests, 
the arms merchants, the spin doctors,  
and columnists who advocate armed 
interventions, They are well-equipped 
to press their point of view, and will 
do everything in their power to frus-
trate those who get in the way. Jesus’ 
message in questioning the power 
structure of the day was unacceptable 
to its beneficiaries. The leaders of a 
dispensation that perpetuated an un-
equal and discriminatory regime 
would go to any length to defend 
their pre-eminence.  
Today, the followers of Jesus’ way 
may be spared crucifixion. However, 
if we take a moral and just stance vis-
à-vis today’s issues questioning the 
orthodoxy of the day, we can expect 
to suffer a form of crucifixion by be-
ing ignored as naïve ‘bleeding hearts.’ 
A world of technology and military 
hardware, expert jargon, and the 
weight of so-called ‘public opinion’ in 
the corridors of power could make us 
feel powerless to influence events. 
Many of our church members have 

no problems staying with the 
‘respectable’! But who is naïve? Those 
with the message of non-violence that 
provides a real chance for peace, or 
those who, claim ‘realpolitik’ as their 
argument? Einstein’s definition of 
insanity is: we expect different outcomes by 
doing the same thing over and over again.  
St. Paul in Rom 12: 14-21 enjoins us 
‘to make no enemies’. This may appear to 
be defeatist. He also adds ‘overcome evil 
with good’. Overcoming evil with good 
is all consuming work. It requires 
competence in modern communica-
tions, networking, media, impeccable 
research and analysis, advocacy in the 
public square joining people of good-
will, and visionaries, committed to the 
wellbeing of humanity and the earth. 
Waging peace needs all the help it can 
get against the forces and interests 
arraigned against it.  Overcoming evil 
with good is what constitutes peace-
building. It should be noted that after 
setting out the Beatitudes, Jesus de-
clares ‘you are the salt of the earth’ [Mt 
5:13]. He asks: what is salt good for if it 
loses its saltiness?  
Understanding the spirituality of 
peace is to understand and practise a 
prophetic spirituality in our conflicted 
world. Archbishop Desmond Tutu 
calls it ‘the spirituality of transforma-
tion’, grounded in the teachings and 
experience of the Old Testament 
prophets, Jesus and the early Chris-
tians, that transforms the world by 
interrogating its values. The prophets 
help crystallise what response our 
faith calls for to the cry of the poor, 
the distribution of wealth, the envi-
ronment, racial and gender justice, 
war and peace, to offer an alternative 
based on justice, dignity and human 
wellbeing. Had prophetic biblical 
teachings led us, we would know that 
conflict is a consequence of inequita-
bly structured economics, that earth 
abused is earth poisoned, that ulti-
mate security cannot come from mili-
tarism. Prophetic spirituality makes 
the powers and principalities and their 
beneficiaries uncomfortable because 
those who question, question the sys-
tem at the roots. Unsurprisingly, the 
prophets were marginalised as Jesus 
was. In our supposedly civilised times, 
our vision and alternatives may be 
treated with civility. But do the shap-
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ers of our world, often linked with the 
interests of the global neo-liberal eco-
nomic system and the ‘military-
industrial complex’, respond? They do 
not. The unity of the human race re-
mains fractured when decision mak-
ers enable the obscene inequality of a 
billion living on or below the $1.85 a 
day and another two billion not much 
above it while 66 billionaires own the 
equivalent wealth of the bottom half 
of the world’s population. Having 
conflated peace with military security 
the world’s expenditure on arms is 
growing, enriching producers at the 
cost of many who remain poor and 
homeless, while the earth is just a 
quarry for resource extraction with no 
thought for the consequences of such 
action. All of these factors trigger and 
entrench conflicts that make war and 
peace a live concern for us all. Being 
at the margins is where we have to be 

because hope for humanity will come 
from the margins as we take risks for 
justice and peace,  and engage with 
the holders of power. Inspired by the 
teachings of Christ, we come together 
to pray and act together on our pro-
phetic vision.  
As peace-makers, we live out our faith 
as ‘contemplatives in action’! Who is 
Jesus Christ for us today? The words ‘the 
Love of Christ moves us’ are well known 
within the life of the Church. The 
deeper the faith, the more we are 
drawn to become peace-makers what-
ever the outcome, knowing that, the 
biggest failure as the Prince of Peace 
was Jesus himself. Yet that faith has 
been the inspiration and foundation 
for countless people down the ages 
who have accomplished extraordinary 
changes. Faith-based peacemaking 
makes us see efforts grounded in Pax 
Christi as our investment in human-

kind. They can be aptly described by 
the metaphor in T S Elliot’s ‘Murder 
in the Cathedral’ – ‘sapphire mixed 
with garlic’. There is a side of human-
ity that sparkles, but the rest of it does 
not. Let’s go out and bring a little 
sparkle by taking our place in the 
public square, and help bring about a 
Culture of Peace. I end with the 
words of the Venerable Archbishop 
Oscar Romero: Peace is not the product of 
terror or fear. Peace is not the silence of ceme-
teries. Peace is not the silent result of violent 
repression. Peace is the generous, tranquil 
contribution of all to the good of all. Peace is 
dynamism. Peace is generosity. It is right and 
it is duty’.        
 

Caesar D’Mello is a member of Pax 
Christi. He was formerly director of Chris-
tian World Service (CWS) Australia, the 
aid and development agency of the National 
Council of Churches in Australia  
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Interview with Karen ArmstrongInterview with Karen Armstrong  

I nterview conducted by Claudia Mende Karen Armstrong is a British scholar 
of comparative religion. She is the author of 
several bestsellers on the history of religion. 
Her newest publication deals with violence in 
Judaism, Christianity and Islam. "Fields of 
Blood: Religion and the History of Vio-
lence" (2014). 
Interview by Claudia Mende 
Ms Armstrong, in an article for "The 
Guardian" you wrote that the barbaric vio-
lence of IS may be "at least in part, the off-
spring of policies guided by our disdain". 
Would you write that again now, after the 
Paris attacks? 
Karen Armstrong: Yes, most cer-
tainly. If the attack 
on "Charlie Hebdo" was in-
deed inspired or backed by al-Qaida, it 
was politically as well as religiously 
motivated. In Paris, it attacked the 
sacred symbol of mo�dern secu-
lar Western civilisation: freedom of 
expres�sion. Freedom of expression 
was an Enlightenment ideal; it was 
essential to capitalist society that peo-
ple were free to innovate without be-
ing suppressed by the restrictions of 
Church, class or guild. In Paris, the 
terrorists were saying in effect: "You 
attack our sacred symbol (the Prophet 
Muhammad); then we will attack 

yours! Now you see what it feels like." 
But what does this have to do with Western 
disdain? 
Armstrong: The Prophet has been 
caricatured in the West as a violent, 
epileptic, lecherous charlatan since the 
time of the Crusades in the Middle 
Ages; this distorted image of Islam 
developed at the same time as our 
European anti-Semitism which carica-
tured Jews as the evil, violent, per-
verse and powerful enemies of 
Europe.  
So yes, the attack on the magazine was 
in part a product of Western disdain. 
The attack on the Jewish supermarket, 
which seems to have been backed by 
ISIS, was directed against Western 
support for Israel. Here too, there is 
an element of disdain: there has been 
little sustained outcry against the mas-
sive casualties in Gaza last summer, 
for example, which seems to some 
Muslims to imply that the lives of Pal-
estinian women, children and the eld-
erly are not as valuable as our own.  
Where do you see the roots of this disdain? 
Armstrong: The Enlightenment ideal 
of freedom was, in practice, only for 
Europeans. The Founding Fathers of 
the United States, who were deeply 
influenced by the Enlightenment, 

proudly proclaimed that "All men are 
created equal" and enjoyed the natural 
human rights of life, liberty and prop-
erty. But they felt no qualms about 
owning African slaves and driving the 
Native Americans out of their ances-
tral lands. 
John Locke, the apostle of tolerance, 
wrote that a master had "absolute and 
despotical" rights over a slave, which 
included the right to kill him at any 
time. This continues: many of those 
who marched for freedom of expres-
sion in Paris were leaders of states that 
have supported regimes in Muslim 
majority countries that denied their 
subjects basic freedoms; Britain and 
the US, for example, continue to sup-
port the Saudi regime. Again, a dis-
dain: our freedom is more important 
than yours. 
Shouldn't we also look at certain Koranic 
verses and their interpretation throughout 
history to explain the phenomenon of Islamist 
terror? 
Armstrong: "Throughout history", 
these Koranic verses have not inspired 
terrorist activities. Any em-
pire depends upon force; this is true 
of the Indian, Chinese, Persian, Ro-
man, Hellenistic and British empires 
and it is also true of the Islamic em-
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pires. Furthermore, until the modern 
period, Islam had a far better record 
of tolerance than Western Christian-
ity. When the Crusaders conquered 
Jerusalem in 1099, they slaughtered 
the Muslim and Jewish inhabitants of 
the city in a massacre that shocked 
the Middle East, which had never 
seen such unbridled violence. And yet 
it was 50 years before there was any 
serious Muslim riposte. There is more 
violence in both the Hebrew Bible 
and the New Testament than there is 
in the Koran. 
Most Christian theologians would disagree. 
Armstrong: Those theologians who 
claim that there are no passages in the 
New Testament like Koran 2.191–93 
have perhaps forgotten the Book of 
Revelation, which is the preferred text 
of many Christian fundamentalists 
who look forward to the battles of the 
imminent End Time that will destroy 
the enemies of God. They interpret 
these texts literally and quote them far 
more frequently than the Sermon on 
the Mount. The aggression towards 
the enemy commanded in Koran 
2:191 concludes: "If they cease hos-
tilities, there can be no further hostil-
ity." (Koran 2. 193). No such quarter 
is allowed those who fight the Word 
of God in the battles of Revelation. 
Why is this never mentioned in debates on 
this subject? 
Armstrong: One might argue that 
this book is uncharacteristic of the 
New Testament as a whole, 
but exactly the same can be said of 
the "sword verses" of the Koran. 
Even Jesus, who told his disciples to 
love their enemies and turn the other 
cheek when attacked, warned his fol-
lowers: "Do not suppose that I have 
come to bring peace to the earth; it is 
not peace I have come to bring but 
the sword." (Matthew 10: 14). All 
scriptures have violent passages that 
can be quoted out of context, given 
undue importance, and made to can-
cel out the irenic teaching that in-
spires all faiths at their best. 
There is a popular understanding that Islam 
has violence incorporated into its beliefs from 
the very beginning. What do you think? 
Armstrong: This popular belief origi-
nated at the time of the Crusades, 
when it was Western Christians who 

were attacking Muslims in the Near 
East; it may reflect a buried anxiety 
and guilt: Jesus had told his followers 
to love their enemies not to extermi-
nate them. The conviction that Islam 
had always been a religion of the 
sword was promoted by learned 
monks during the twelfth century: 
they were projecting their concern 
about their own behaviour onto their 
victims.  
But what about the beginnings of the Islamic 
empire? 
Armstrong: In the early years, while 
the Muslims were an embattled mi-
nority in Mecca, the Koran forbade 
them to retaliate and attack their ag-
gressors. But when they were forced 
by intensified persecution to flee 
Mecca and found an infant state, the 
Muslims, like any state-builders, had 
to fight, and the Koran endorses this. 
But military historians tell us that Mu-
hammad and the first caliphs are al-
most unique in building empires more 
by diplomacy than by violence: Mu-
hammad, by uniting the Arabian Pen-
insula, which had previously consisted 
of warring tribal societies, and impos-
ing the Pax Islamica there; and the 
first caliphs, the Rashidun, in the cul-
tivated lands of the Middle East. 
Another difference between East and West 
is the lack of separation between state and 
religion in the Arab world. Why does secu-
larism have such a difficult stand? 
Armstrong: The secularism that de-
veloped in the West during the eight-
eenth century was a radical innova-
tion. Before the modern period, relig-
ion permeated all human activities 
because people wanted to make their 
lives significant. The idea of "religion" 
as a personal, private quest essentially 
separate from all other pursuits 
was unknown in pre-modern Europe 
as well as in the rest of the world. No 
other culture has anything like it. 
Words that we translate as 
"religion" (such as "din" in Arabic 
or "dharma" in Sanskrit) refer to an 
entire way of life. Trying to 
take "religion" out of politics would 
have been as difficult as taking the gin 
out of a cocktail. This was not be-
cause they were too stupid to distin-
guish two entirely different activities 
but because such questions as the 

plight of the poor, the maintenance of 
public order and public security, 
and justice were matters of sacred 
import. 
So secularism is perceived as an essentially 
Western concept?" 
Armstrong: It is a Western innova-
tion; we were able to develop it under 
our own dynamic and not at some-
body else's behest. It was essential to 
our modernisation and many there-
fore found it liberating. But in the 
Arab world, it was merely a foreign 
import; it was imposed by colonial 
powers and came with political sub-
jection rather than political freedom. 
When the colonialists left, it was of-
ten imposed so cruelly that it seemed 
positively evil. 
When Ataturk secularised modern 
Turkey, he closed down all the ma-
drassas. His policies of ethnic clean-
sing forever associated secularism 
with the violence of the Young Turks, 
a secularist group who had seized 
power in Ottoman Turkey and com-
mitted the Armenian massacres dur-
ing World War I. These rulers wanted 
their countries to look modern (that is, 
European), even though the majority 
of the population had no familiarity 
with Western ideas. 
What about Egypt, the motherland of 
Islamism? 
Armstrong: After an attempt on his 
life in 1954, Gamal Abdel Nasser in-
carcerated thousands of members of 
the Muslim Brotherhood, the inno-
cent along with the guilty minority. 
Most were imprisoned without trial 
for doing nothing more incri�mi�
nating than handing out leaflets or 
attending a meeting.  One of them 
was Sayyid Qutb. As he saw the 
Brothers being beaten, tortured and 
executed in this vile prison and heard 
Nasser vowing to secularise Egypt on 
the Western model and confine Islam 
to the private sphere, secularism 
seemed a great evil. In prison he 
wrote "Milestones", the "bible" of 
Sunni fundamentalism, the work of a 
man who has been pushed too far 
and was executed, at Nasser's special 
request, in 1966. The other Brothers 
were radicalised in these terrible pris-
ons; when they were released in the 
1970s, they took their extremism into 
the mainstream. 
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L 
ondon’s Imperial War Museum 
seems an unlikely place to host 
an anti-war exhibition.  Yet this 

is exactly what it is currently doing. 
The staging of such an event is per-
haps a tribute to the persevering ef-
forts of the peace movement in this 
country. In the show, some peace 
groups even claim an increase in 
membership.   
 I went along to have a look and 
found it an absorbing, attractive 
multi-media display, covering WW1 
to the present day.  It explores how 
peace movements have influenced 
perceptions of war and conflict.  
From conscientious objectors to 
peace camps and modern day 
marches, Fighting for Peace tells the 
stories of passionate pacifists and the 
struggles they endured for the anti-
war cause.  Over 300 objects includ-
ing paintings, literary extracts, posters, 
placards, banners, badges, videos and 
music reveal the breadth of creativity 
of these protest movements.  
Here are my impressions.  During 
WW2, women also were conscripted, 
though for non combatant roles.  In 
1916, out of 16,000 conscientious 
objectors, 9,000 were granted alterna-
tives to combat and 6,000 impris-
oned.  In WW2, out of 62,000 who 
were called up, 1,000 were tribunalled. 
As one would expect, Quakers figure 
largely among them, though they dif-
fered in their responses to warfare.  
There were the absolutists, who re-
fused to fight on principle and ended 
up in jail.  There were others who 
took on non-combatant roles, even 
volunteering to defuse unexploded 
bombs. There were also those, like 

Sidney Carter the song-writer, who 
argued that the threat from Nazi Ger-
many justified taking up arms. 
Groups such as the Friends Ambu-
lance Unit, the Non-Combatant Corp, 
the Non-Conscription Fellowship, the 
No More War Movement and the 
Peace Pledge Union reflect this diver-
sity of response.  Emily Pankhurst, 
Sigfried Sassoon, Wilfrid Owen, Ar-
thur Conan Doyle, H G Wells, Fen-
ner Brockway and Sarah Hipperson 
are some of the names that stood out 
for me.  Viewers are reminded that 
215,000 people were killed and 
155,000 injured when the atomic 
bomb was dropped on Hiroshima. 
The famous 1959 Easter March to 
AWE (Atomic Weapons Establish-
ment) Aldermaston is recorded.  The 
work of CND (Campaign for Nuclear 
Disarmament), which organised it and 
continues to campaign against nuclear 
weapons, is given wide coverage.  
Bruce Kent, its charismatic leader for 
many years, is rightly remembered for 
his outstanding services. The Women 
of Greenham Common are given due 
recognition for their courageous stand 
against the US nuclear airbase there. 
Also noted is the million-strong 
march urging Tony Blair not to in-
vade Iraq that was ignored with tragic 
consequences. Another activist re-
membered is Brian Haw.  In 2001, he 
left his family to set up a protest 
camp outside Parliament and stayed 
till his death in 2011.  
This exhibition evoked in me many 
personal memories.  I had gone on a 
Pax Christi Peace Walk with Bruce 
Kent from Burgundy to Geneva.  I 
now live just a few miles from AWE 

Aldermaston & AWE Burghfield and 
continue to participate in ongoing 
protests there.  I had plucked up 
courage to shake Brian Haw’s hand as 
he carried on his sombre vigil.  I be-
longed to a local group that sup-
ported the Women of Greenham 
Common, some of whom became 
friends.  I was active in Nukewatch, a 
citizens network that monitors the 
movement of convoys ferrying war-
heads from AWE Aldermaston & 
AWE Burghfield to nuclear subma-
rines in Faslane, Scotland. I am still 
involved with NAG (Nuclear Aware-
ness Group) and NIS (Nuclear Infor-
mation Service), both of which are 
based locally and close to the hub of 
UK’s nuclear war industry. 
Three hours later, I staggered out of 
IWM, stimulated but needing some 
R&R!   For those interested, a book 
about the exhibition is available.  
“People Power – Fighting for Peace 
from the First World War to now” by 
Lyn Smith is published by Thames & 
Hudson – ISBN 9780500519158.  
Google also has information about it. 
In her recent book, “Doughnut Eco-
nomics”, Kate Raworth makes the 
point, “From prehistoric cave paint-
ings to the map of the London Un-
derground, images, diagrams and 
charts have long been at the heart of 
human story telling.” This is what I 
found so appealing about the exhibit - 
its visual impact.  The exhibition lasts 
till 27 August 2017.  So, if any reader 
plans to travel to London before 
then, a visit to its IWM would be well 
worthwhile.   
Brendan James is a long time member of 
Pax Christi Victoria,  resident in England 
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MMMM 
ore than a Prophet, An Insider’s Response to Muslim Beliefs About Jesus and Christianity.” Emir Fethi 
and Ergun Mehmet Caner. Kregel Publications Grand Rapids, Michigan  2003. 
This is a book, published in 2003 in America, which I came across in the Op Shop where I volunteer.   

The authors are brothers who were born into a Sunni Muslim family in Turkey.  They became Christians and held  
academic positions as Professor of Theology and Professor of Church History in America. 
 

They write for the world’s one billion Muslims, Jesus is a prophet, a highly respected prophet but one of many throughout 
history. Their book answers nearly 150 questions about Muslim and Christian faiths and is a helpful introductory resource 
for those seeking to understand Jesus.  I highly recommend this book about the mind and heart of Jesus, as our people are 
confronted by Islam, not only as a political issue. 
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I 
t is extremely interesting to compare the Trump administration’s response to the use of chemical weapons in Syria 
and its apparent ignorance of similar weapons use by the U.S. and U.K. in Fallujah in March and November of 
2004 under the leadership of Mad Dog Mattis, our current Secretary of Defence. 

We all know about Mr. Trump’s reaction a few days ago to the deployment of chemical weapons in Syria. I the face of 
denials by the Syrian government, and on evidence that remains undisclosed, the Trump crowd was determined to 
“punish” the al-Assad government for the heinous crime of using chemical weapons. n his justification for 
“punitive measures” on April 6th, President Trump paid particular attention to the photographic evidence of chemical 
weapons use by the al-Assad government. Specifically, he reminded us of the child victims involved. 
The pictures Mr. Trump was referring to included these: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

But what about the U.S.-inflicted atrocities behind photos like these 
 
 
 
 
 
 
According to a study published in 
2010, “Beyond Hiroshima – The 
Non-Reporting Of Fallujah’s 

Cancer Catastrophe,” those are pictures of the deaths and birth 
defects directly resulting from “American” use of depleted ura-
nium and chemical weapons including white phosphorous in 
Fallujah in 2004. nd it’s not simply a question of birth defects. 
According to the same study infant mortality, cancer, and leukaemia rates in Fallujah have surpassed the rates recorded 
among survivors of the U.S. atomic bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki in 1945. Following the Fallujah offensives, the 
rates in question rose by 60%. Dr Mushin Sabbak of the Basra Maternity Hospital explained the rises as resulting from 
weapons used by the U.S. and U.K. “We have no other explanation than this,” he said. 
And the problem extends far beyond Fallujah. Increased cancer rates and astronomical rises in birth defects have been 
recorded in Mosul, Najaf, Basra, Hawijah, Nineveh, and Baghdad. As documented by Mozhgan Savabieasfahani, an envi-
ronmental toxicologist at the University of Michigan, there is “an epidemic of birth defects in Iraq.” She writes, 
“Sterility, repeated miscarriages, stillbirths and severe birth defects – some never described in any medical books – are weighing heavily on 
Iraqi families.” 
Australian anti-war activist, Donna Mulhearn, who has travelled repeatedly to Fallujah, talking with Iraqi doctors as well 
as affected families, added to the list: 
“babies born with parts of their skulls missing, various tumors, missing genitalia, limbs and eyes, severe brain damage, unusual rates of para-
lyzing spina bifida (marked by the gruesome holes found in the tiny infants’ backs), Encephalocele (a neural tube defect marked by swollen 
sac-like protrusions from the head), and more.” 
Several highly remarkable aspects of the situation just described immediately present themselves. For one there is the 
almost total silence of the media about the crimes of the U.S. and U.K. Then there is the lack of outrage (or even aware-
ness?)  on the parts of President Trump and U.N. ambassador, Nikki Haley. 
And what about those members of Congress so concerned about damage and pain to unborn fetuses? (I mean, what we 
have here in effect is a massive abortion operation by the United States in an entirely illegal war which has already 
claimed more than a million mostly civilian casualties.) 
However, what is most remarkable about the contrast between responses to Syria and Iraq is the continued surprise of 
“Americans” by reprisal attacks by Muslims, which continue to be identified by our media as irrational and evil “terrorist 
attacks.” 
 

Chemical Weapons Victims Chemical Weapons Victims Chemical Weapons Victims Chemical Weapons Victims Chemical Weapons Victims Chemical Weapons Victims Chemical Weapons Victims Chemical Weapons Victims ———————— Theirs and Ours:  Theirs and Ours:  Theirs and Ours:  Theirs and Ours:  Theirs and Ours:  Theirs and Ours:  Theirs and Ours:  Theirs and Ours:         

Mike RivageMike Rivage--SeulSeul  
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ULURU STATEMENT FROM THE HEARTULURU STATEMENT FROM THE HEARTULURU STATEMENT FROM THE HEARTULURU STATEMENT FROM THE HEARTULURU STATEMENT FROM THE HEARTULURU STATEMENT FROM THE HEARTULURU STATEMENT FROM THE HEARTULURU STATEMENT FROM THE HEART        
        

WWW   
e, gathered at the 2017 National Constitutional Convention, coming from all points of the e, gathered at the 2017 National Constitutional Convention, coming from all points of the e, gathered at the 2017 National Constitutional Convention, coming from all points of the 

southern sky, make this statement from the heart:southern sky, make this statement from the heart:southern sky, make this statement from the heart:   

Our Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander tribes were the first sovereign Nations of the Our Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander tribes were the first sovereign Nations of the Our Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander tribes were the first sovereign Nations of the 

Australian continent and its adjacent islands, and possessed it under our own laws and customs.Australian continent and its adjacent islands, and possessed it under our own laws and customs.Australian continent and its adjacent islands, and possessed it under our own laws and customs.   

This our ancestors did, according to the reckoning of our culture, from the Creation, according to the This our ancestors did, according to the reckoning of our culture, from the Creation, according to the This our ancestors did, according to the reckoning of our culture, from the Creation, according to the 

common law from ‘time immemorial’, and according to science more than 60,000 yearscommon law from ‘time immemorial’, and according to science more than 60,000 yearscommon law from ‘time immemorial’, and according to science more than 60,000 years   

ago.ago.ago.   

This sovereignty is a spiritual notion: the ancestral tie between the land, or ‘mother nature’, and the This sovereignty is a spiritual notion: the ancestral tie between the land, or ‘mother nature’, and the This sovereignty is a spiritual notion: the ancestral tie between the land, or ‘mother nature’, and the 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples who were born therefrom, remain attached thereto, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples who were born therefrom, remain attached thereto, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples who were born therefrom, remain attached thereto, 

and must one day return thither to be united with our ancestors. This link is the basis of the owner-and must one day return thither to be united with our ancestors. This link is the basis of the owner-and must one day return thither to be united with our ancestors. This link is the basis of the owner-

ship of the soil, or better, of sovereignty. It has never been ceded or extinguished, and coship of the soil, or better, of sovereignty. It has never been ceded or extinguished, and coship of the soil, or better, of sovereignty. It has never been ceded or extinguished, and co---exists with exists with exists with 

the sovereignty of the Crown.the sovereignty of the Crown.the sovereignty of the Crown.   

How could it be otherwise? That peoples possessed a land for sixty millennia and this sacred link dis-How could it be otherwise? That peoples possessed a land for sixty millennia and this sacred link dis-How could it be otherwise? That peoples possessed a land for sixty millennia and this sacred link dis-

appears from world history in merely the last two hundred years?appears from world history in merely the last two hundred years?appears from world history in merely the last two hundred years?   

With substantive constitutional change and structural reform, we believe this ancient sovereignty With substantive constitutional change and structural reform, we believe this ancient sovereignty With substantive constitutional change and structural reform, we believe this ancient sovereignty 

can shine through as a fuller expression of Australia’s nationhood.can shine through as a fuller expression of Australia’s nationhood.can shine through as a fuller expression of Australia’s nationhood.   

Proportionally, we are the most incarcerated people on the planet. We are not an innately criminal Proportionally, we are the most incarcerated people on the planet. We are not an innately criminal Proportionally, we are the most incarcerated people on the planet. We are not an innately criminal 

people. Our children are aliened from their families at unprecedented rates. This cannot be because people. Our children are aliened from their families at unprecedented rates. This cannot be because people. Our children are aliened from their families at unprecedented rates. This cannot be because 

we have no love for them. And our youth languish in detention in obscenewe have no love for them. And our youth languish in detention in obscenewe have no love for them. And our youth languish in detention in obscene   

numbers. They should be our hope for the future.numbers. They should be our hope for the future.numbers. They should be our hope for the future.   

These dimensions of our crisis tell plainly the structural nature of our problem. This is the torment of These dimensions of our crisis tell plainly the structural nature of our problem. This is the torment of These dimensions of our crisis tell plainly the structural nature of our problem. This is the torment of 

our powerlessness.our powerlessness.our powerlessness.   

We seek constitutional reforms to empower our people and take a rightful place in our own country. We seek constitutional reforms to empower our people and take a rightful place in our own country. We seek constitutional reforms to empower our people and take a rightful place in our own country. 

When we have power over our destiny our children will flourish. They will walk in two worlds and When we have power over our destiny our children will flourish. They will walk in two worlds and When we have power over our destiny our children will flourish. They will walk in two worlds and 

their culture will be a gift to their country.their culture will be a gift to their country.their culture will be a gift to their country.   

We call for the establishment of a First Nations Voice enshrined in the Constitution.We call for the establishment of a First Nations Voice enshrined in the Constitution.We call for the establishment of a First Nations Voice enshrined in the Constitution.   

Makarrata is the culmination of our agenda: the coming together after a struggle. It captures our as-Makarrata is the culmination of our agenda: the coming together after a struggle. It captures our as-Makarrata is the culmination of our agenda: the coming together after a struggle. It captures our as-

pirations for a fair and truthful relationship with the people of Australia and a better future for our pirations for a fair and truthful relationship with the people of Australia and a better future for our pirations for a fair and truthful relationship with the people of Australia and a better future for our 

children based on justice and selfchildren based on justice and selfchildren based on justice and self---determination.determination.determination.   

We seek a Makarrata Commission to supervise a process of agreementWe seek a Makarrata Commission to supervise a process of agreementWe seek a Makarrata Commission to supervise a process of agreement---making between govern-making between govern-making between govern-

ments and First Nations and truthments and First Nations and truthments and First Nations and truth---telling about our history.telling about our history.telling about our history.   

In 1967 we were counted, in 2017 we seek to be heard. We leave base camp and start our trek across In 1967 we were counted, in 2017 we seek to be heard. We leave base camp and start our trek across In 1967 we were counted, in 2017 we seek to be heard. We leave base camp and start our trek across 

this vast country. We invite you to walk with us in a movement of the Australian people for a better this vast country. We invite you to walk with us in a movement of the Australian people for a better this vast country. We invite you to walk with us in a movement of the Australian people for a better 

future.future.future.   

               Source from ABC News:Source from ABC News:Source from ABC News:   http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017---050505---26/constitutional26/constitutional26/constitutional---recognitionrecognitionrecognition---rejectedrejectedrejected---
bybyby---indigenousindigenousindigenous---leadersleadersleaders---uluru/8563928uluru/8563928uluru/8563928   

That is, on the one hand, the U.S. feels free to self-righteously rush to judgment and “punish” the suspected perpetra-
tors of the Syrian attacks. But on the other, it downplays, classifies, or otherwise suppresses photographs and scientific 
reports testifying to its own much worse crimes. Once again, those outrages are carried out against unborn fetuses, liv-
ing children, women, the elderly and male adults – the very same population cohorts that so concern our “leaders” when 
they are attacked by designated enemies. 
The logic is inescapable. What’s good for the goose is good for the gander. If the U.S. is outraged by the killing of inno-
cents and feels the need to “punish” the suspected perpetrators, someone else the right to treat the United States in the 
same way. (We might not know of the crimes of our government and military, but the whole Arab world knows!) 
So we shouldn’t be surprised by any “terrorist” attacks that mimic on a comparatively small scale the U.S. response to 
the killing of the “beautiful little babies” that so concern Mr. Trump. 
That’s the cost of hypocrisy, double standards, wars of aggression, and the use of outlawed weapons of mass destruc-
tion. In war ghastly offensives elicit ghastly counter-offensives. 
Mike Rivage-Seul  is Emeritus professor of Peace & Social Justice Studies. Berea College,  Kentucky, Liberation Theologian, acitivist. 



VICTORIA 
Agapes and Public Forums 

 

 

NOTICE BOARD 
 
 

 
NEW SOUTH WALES 
Pax Christi Meetings 

We normally meet on the First 
Monday of each month at 
6.00pm for shared meal that 
members bring and the meeting 
follows at 6.30 pm. 
Contact:  Claude Mostowik 
(02) 9550 3845 or 0411 450 953 
The venue:  MSC Justice and 
Peace Centre, 21 Swanson 
Street, Erskineville.   2 minutes 
walk from Erskineville Station 

 
QUEENSLAND 

Pax Christi Meetings 
Pax Christi Queensland 

Pancras Jordan OP 
0415 461 620 

pancrasjordan@gmail.com 
 

Clare Cooke SSpS 
mccl@holyspirit.com.au 

June Agape June Agape June Agape June Agape  
 

Has India Lost its Soul?  
♦Is India still a secular nation? 

♦Why is India able to recycle 

Australia’s resources, 

♦but not its own? 
Valentina Satvedi, Tom Leydon. 

Jacob Kavunkal, and Caesar 

D’Mello have Indian  

roots and  know India well. 

They are passionate about this an-

cient land of rich cultures, nature 

and spiritual traditions. 

Sunday June 18 

at Kildara, rear 39 Stanhope 

Street, East Malvern. 
    

12.30 for 1 p.m. 

NOTICE BOARD 

Pax Christi National Council 
Meets on Skype no less 

than bimonthly 
for issues of national import  

Contact: 

02 9550 3845 
0411 450 953 

I/We wish to apply for or renew membership of the International Christian Peace 
 Movement  -  Pax Christi Australia.   (Membership is from January to December) 

(Please tick box if you wish to receive your copy of Disarming Times by e-mail) 

Name............................................................................................... Address.................................................... 

 
................................................................................................P’code.............Phone......................................... 
 

Email............................................................................................... Mobile................................................ 
 
ENCLOSED  $...............  (Single $35;  Low income $20;  Family  $45) 
Please return to:  ( New South Wales) P.O. Box A 681 Sydney Sth 1235, 
All others: P.O. Box 31 Carlton Sth Vic. 3053 

Western Suburbs Western Suburbs Western Suburbs Western Suburbs     
ForumForumForumForum    

 

Sudanese History,  

Culture and the experi-

ence of being a refugee. 
 

St. Theresa's Church,  

Drummartin Street, Albion, 

1.30 pm  

Saturday 15 July 

Bring some afternoon tea 

Pax Christi Australia Pax Christi Australia Pax Christi Australia Pax Christi Australia 
National ConferenceNational ConferenceNational ConferenceNational Conference    

    

11-13 August 2017 

Edmund Rice Centre 

16 Henley Road  

Flemington, N.S.W 

(Flemington Station) 
 

Saturday 12 August, All Day 

A joint  forum with the NSW 

Ecumenical Council: 
 

Interfaith Conversa-

tions on Non Violence 
 

Other details TBA soon.  

National Day of Action National Day of Action National Day of Action National Day of Action 
to Ban Nuclear Weapons: to Ban Nuclear Weapons: to Ban Nuclear Weapons: to Ban Nuclear Weapons: 
Saturday 17 June 2017Saturday 17 June 2017Saturday 17 June 2017Saturday 17 June 2017    

 

Melbourne 
1pm State Library,  

 

Sydney                   12pm-3pm 
2-12 Macquarie St, Parramatta 

 

Brisbane                 12pm-3pm 
Queens Garden,  

 
Canberra                  12pm-1pm 
Rally at Garema Place, 


